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Stamn collectors **ho are fortunate enough to own a comnlete set of 
Federal migratory bird hunting stams, more familiarly knol.a to hunters and 
nhilatelists as “duck stamnsl’, can no w add the elerenth of this series to 
their collection, according to the U.S. Fish and :Pildlife Service. Issued 
annually, the near 1944-45 stamn was nlaced on sale at a.11 first- and second- 
class >ost offices on July 1, . 

The design of the nelrr stam? shows three white-fronted geese, >art of a 
flock “coming in.” It is taken from a drawing b:r Valter Yeber, noted wild- 
life artist of Washington, D.C. 

Since first issued in August 1934, duck stamps have become familiar to 
wildfowlers, ohila,telists and conservationists throughout the country, 
one may wz&xse the staq, 

Any- 
singly, in blocks, or in coqlete sheets of 28 

stamos. &bout twice the size of a special delivery &am?, the duck stm 
cost.; $1 each. Each year the Fish and Wildlife Service, which administers 
the duck stw funds, has a distinctive design struck off. 

i:igratory waterfowl hunters over 16 years of age are recpired by law to 
have these stamps in their 3ossession Frhile hunting and each hunter must 
cancel his stamD with his signature. 

2ated as one of the most attractive of the U.S. Revenues, the duck staw 
continues to increase in Fowlarity among stamn collectors. Al though no 
exact figures are available’; it has been estimated that some 20,000 are pur- 
chased annually by ohilatelists, 

Back issues, Treviaus to 1941, are exceedingly rare and hard to find dr 
to the fact that tarhen the stws were first issued in 1934 the law required 
that all unsold starws should be destroyed after the year of issue had ex- 
nired. In 1941, hornrever, the Department of the Interior Angropriation Act, 
signed by the President on June 28, carried a nrovision which aermitted all 
Unsold stces to be turned over to the nhilatelic agency of the Post Office 
Department in Washington, D.C., and “therein Tlaced on sale until disposed 

le 



of or until the Congress otherwise provides.” Priva.te collectors or dealers 
are the only source of surly for the early issues. 

Z’or the benefit of collectors, the following philatelic data on the new 
starno i s sqolied: Color: I1 Tte d-0 range n . Origin of material: Photogra;Qh 
of a ~rssh drawing by Valter A. ?eber, furnished by the Fish and Vildlffe 
Service, United States Department of the Interior. Designers: Central de- 
sign by Valter A. Veber; frame and lettering by William El. Schrage. “Engravers: 
Vignette by 1u:atthew D. Fenton; frame, lettering and numeral by %orge L. Euber. 
The $ates of 112 subjects each are numbered 155590 and 155603. 

The artist, Walter A. YTeber, was born in Chicago in 1906. Iie attended 
the Chicago Art Institute and American Academy of Art and ws graduated from 
the University of Chicago in 1927, In 1928 he went to the South Seas lirith 
the Crane Pacific Escoedition, as artist and ornithologist. On his return to 
Chicago in 1929, he joined the staff of tne Field Ruseurn. Xe s-qent. six months 
in British Columbia studying bird qainting under Major Allan Brooks. 

For two years i:r. Yeber was artist and exhibit designer for the biology 
section of t,he Century of Progress Exoosition. Following that he was a free 
lance artist until 1935 lqhen he joined the ;-:~,tioral Pwlr Service as a wild- 
life technician. Tar several years he served as ZhiF;f Scientific Illustrator 
with that agency in Washington, D.C. During that qeriod Er. Veber made the 
paintings and drawings for the books, “Fading Trails”, and ?keting the 
Fkmm2ls. " Later he became assistant curator, Division of Birds, ZLtional 
i’Iuscum, Vashington. 

At present, ilr, Veber’ s work is chiefly for the Pationa.1 Geogra:>hic 
iG3gazine. !Thc most notable series which have a,.Feared to date in this maga- 
zine are “Deer of the World” and “Cats of the YJorld.1’ Ho resides in Vienna, 
Virginia. 
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